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By Lynne Cobb
Otto Grunewald of Roches-

ter was named the grand-prize 
winner in his age category of 
13-15 years in the 2022 Teen 
Portrait Competition. Inspired by 
the Outwin Boochever Portrait 
Competition, the national contest 
invited young people across the na-
tion to submit their original photo-
graphs in January 2022. When the 
competition closed in March, there 
were almost three hundred entries 
submitted from 22 states and Wash-
ington, 
D.C., ac-
cording to 
the Smith-
sonian 
National 
Portrait 
Gallery 
for Teens 
website, 
npg.si.edu/
learn/
teens. 

Otto, 
an eighth-
grader at 
Holy Fam-
ily Region-
al School 
in Roch-
ester, submitted a black-and-white 
self-portrait entitled “Trapped.” In 
the photo, he looks into the camera, 
with an expressive look, sporting 
a large bandage covering his head. 

The bandage almost looks like a 
helmet and a swatch of gauze under 
his chin looks like a chin strap.

The teen has generalized epi-
lepsy disorder and uses photography 
as a tool to communicate his reality 
in an expressive way. In his artist 
statement on the website, Otto ex-

plains, “I enjoy taking self-portraits 
because it can help explain how I am 
feeling in that moment.

“I suffer from generalized 
epilepsy disorder. This means I am 

in and out of 
the hospital 
multiple times 
a year, missing 
a lot of school.” 
The challenges 
Otto faces, how-
ever, are not just 
physical. His 
mental health is 
also affected. “I 

really have a hard time with it some-
times,” he explains. 

Otto’s mom, Lisa Grunewald, an 
art teacher, saw the opportunity for 
Otto to participate 
in the Teen Portrait 
Competition. He par-

ticipates in 
multiple art 
competi-
tions each 
year. In the 
past four 
years, he has 
been recog-
nized to be 
in the top 15 
in Michigan 
two times for 
his photo-
graphs. 

“I do 
have to say 
that having 
him partici-

pate in mul-
tiple art competitions 
really helps with his 
self-esteem tremen-
dously,” shared Lisa. 
“Art is a good way for 
kids – especially teens 

– to communicate when they do not 
have the words to express them-
selves. I think taking photographs 
helps Otto understand the world he 
lives in, the challenges he faces, as 
well as the good things he experi-
ences in life.”

“Otto loves to take photographs; 
he really has an eye for it,” shared 
his grandmother, Dineen Wiemels. 
In addition to his self-portraits, he 
also likes to take photographs of 
landscapes and macro images. “He 
feels like he can express himself by 
taking photographs,” she said. “Otto 

has been taking pho-
tographs since he was 
about six-years-old. He 
was diagnosed with 
epilepsy when he was 
seven.”

Otto’s photograph 
will be on display in 
the Smithsonian Na-
tional Portrait Gallery 
in Washington, D.C. 
from now until Febru-
ary 26, 2023. For more 
information, to see 
photos from other age 
categories and to read 
the official press re-
lease, visit si.edu/news-
desk/releases and click 
on “National Portrait 
Gallery Announces 
Winners of the Mu-
seum’s National 2022 
Teen Portrait Competi-
tion, July 19, 2022.”

Otto Grunewald’s winning photograph, “Trapped.”
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